
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 8 September 2011] 

 p7072b-7072b 
Dr Elizabeth Constable 

 [1] 

VACSWIM PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.10 am]: The Western Australian Vacswim 
program, which commenced in 1919, is the longest running vacation swimming program in Australia. It also 
attracts the greatest number of enrolments nationally for vacation swimming programs. Courses are available at 
over 200 swimming pool and beach locations across the state during the October and December–January school 
holidays. 

Vacswim, along with the Western Australian government’s in-term swimming program, promotes skills, safety, 
fitness and enjoyment of the many aquatic pastimes associated with our climate and environment. The courses 
are available to all students from across the government, Catholic and independent school sectors, and are 
promoted through schools and swimming centres. I am pleased to report that last year Vacswim recorded an 
increase in enrolments for the third year in succession. In recent years, over 55 000 Western Australians, as 
young as five years old, have had the opportunity to learn to swim properly and develop vital water safety skills 
under the guidance and encouragement of qualified swimming instructors. It is therefore pleasing to point out 
that Vacswim has also had an increase in applications from people aspiring to become instructors. The Western 
Australian government continues to work closely with training organisations and swimming centres to ensure 
that Austswim Teacher of Swimming and Water Safety courses are conducted in locations where there are 
predicted shortages of instructors—particularly in regional areas. 

It is clear that Western Australian families appreciate the value of the classes, given that the return enrolment 
rate is approximately 80 per cent. Each year parents are surveyed following the classes and this year 95 per cent 
of parents said they were satisfied, or more than satisfied, with the management and operation of Vacswim in 
2010. Support from the Western Australian government has allowed Vacswim fees to remain affordable for our 
families. They are $10 per child or $27.50 for a family for 10 lessons. I am very pleased to announce that 
enrolments for Vacswim opened on 1 August and I am confident that it will be another very successful year. 
Vacswim is an iconic program and its continued success is evidence of this government’s commitment to 
enhancing the safety and lifestyle of Western Australians. 
 


